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DETAILED ACTION 

The submission of Preliminary amendment filed on 7/05/2005 is acknowledged. At this 
point claims 2-8 have been amended, claim 1 has been canceled and new claim 9 has been 
added. Thus, claims 2-9 are at issue in the instant application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter "dial laundered on the circuit 
board", which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. It is also unclear what does Applicant mean by "laundered"! 

The status of Claim 3 (i.e. if allowable or not) cannot be determined because of the 
vagueness of the claim 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 9, 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kino et al. (US 
6,499,852). 

Referring to Claims 9, 4 Kino et al. disclose (Figs.2, 3) an instrument cluster including a 
PCB [100], on which a light source [95] is provided, a frame [50] in which a PCB is held, a 
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display panel [10] arranged directly on the PCB (col.l 1, lines 1, 2) and a light guides [60], [70], 
[80] having incoupling (light entering) surface (Fig.4) and outcoupling (light outgoing) surface 
(Fig. 8), and partially surrounding light sources [95] are held in the frame in an area adjoining the 
PCB. 

Referring to Claim 5 Kino et al. disclose that the light source is LED (col.6, lines 51, 52). 

Referring to Claim 6 Kino et al. disclose that the light guide deflects light between the 
incoupling surface (Fig.4) and outcoupling surface (Fig. 8). 

Referring to Claim 7 Kino et al. disclose that each light guide is made of plastic in one 
piece (Fig.2, coL5, lines 56-58) attached to the frame [50]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kino et al. (US 
6,499,852) in view of Schommer (US 4,207,813). 

Kino et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for dial printed on a circuit 

board. 

Schommer discloses a circuit board with various forms of indicia (col.l, lines 36-39). 
It allow decreasing quantity of parts of the device and simplifying assembling. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the claimed 
invention was made to provide the device of Kino et al. having a dial printed on the circuit board, 
as taught by Schommer, in order to decrease quantity of parts of the device and simplify the 
process of assembling. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kino et al. (US 
6,499,852). 

Kino et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for that the light guide and frame 
are produced in one piece using two-component injection molding process. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the claimed 
invention was made to produce the light guide and frame in one piece, in order to decrease 
quantity of parts of the device and simplify assembling. In addition, the Applicant is advised that 
it has been held by the courts that patentability of a product does not depend on its method of 
production. If the product in the product-by-process claim is disclosed, or suggested, by the Prior 
Art, the claim is unpatentable even though the prior product was made by a different process. In 
re Thorpe, 227 USPQ 964, 966 (Fed. Cir. 1985). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Tsidulko whose telephone number is (571)272-2384. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for all 
communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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